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that her husband had put it into the fire. As the sequel
shows, this is not improbable. But even Gladstone's
silence at this critical moment could not but have caused
misgivings, for if he believed as The Times believed,
Ripon's hope of continuing his public life in the highest
councils of the Liberal Party could have but little
chance of being realized.

But whether Gladstone wrote privately or not he, at
any rate, did not leave Ripon long in doubt as to his
opinion. While in Munich during that eventful Sep-
tember l he received from London the proofs of an
article on " Ritualism and Ritual" which he had
written for the Contemporary Review some weeks before.
In this article he gave the following reasons for believing
that the " effort " of the Ritualists " to Romanise the
Church and people of England " was " utterly hopeless
and visionary " :

"i. Rome has substituted for the proud boast of
semper eadem a policy of violence and change of faith.

2.   She has refurbished and paraded anew every rusty
tool she was fondly thought to have disused.

3,   She has equally repudiated modern thought and
ancient history.1'

On reading over these passages Gladstone inserted
a fourth reason between numbers two and three in the
following terms : *

"No one can become her [Rome's] convert without
renouncing his moral and mental freedom and placing
his civil loyalty and duty at the mercy of another/'

* The suggestion that Ripon had perhaps not written to Gladstone
because he was in Munich would not explain the absence of a letter from
Gladstone, as Ripon wrote all his letters on August 20 and 21, and Gladstone
did not leave for Munich until September 7,

9 Infra, p. 308.